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meridian, to leave the obfervation in its original form, 
fucli redu€tion being eafily made. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble, and 

obedient fervant, 

Samuel Dunn. 

Chelfea, OiSl. I7> 17^^* ^*^» S* *9 5* Long. 41 timcW.ofOrcenwich, 



C V. ExtraB of a Letter from W. Watfon, 
M. D. F. R. S. to John Huxham, M D. 
F. R. S. containing fome Remarks upon the 
Catarrhal Diforder^ which was very fre-- 
quent at London and in its Neighbourhood 
in May 1762. and upon the Dyfentery^ 
which prevailed the following Autumn. 

London 9th Dec. 1762. 

Read Dec. 23, TN the beginning of May, there was 
*'^^' X at London and in its neighbourhood 
a difeafe, very epidemic, though not fatal, v«^hich 
had fometime before been very prevalent both in 
Italy and Germany. It continued during the courfe 
of the month, and fome part of June. In it the 
breaft was very much affeded, and it was very fre- 
quently attended with a fever. It is nearly the fame 
difeafe which was at London in April and May 1743, 
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and then called Inflmn^m^ the name applied to It in 
Italy. You ha?e very well defcribed it in your fecond 
volume De Aere et morMs epidemicis^ pag. i o r • Tho* 
of the fame cafarrhal kind, it was by no means fo 
fevere or fo fatal as the difeafe of February 1733, of 
which you have likewife given us the hiflory in your 
firft volume, page Bo, The diforder, though very 
general, feemed to attack the women more feverely 
than the men. Much bleeding did harm : and where 
there was no fever, which m^as frequently the cafe, the 
patients recovered equally well without it. Even with- 
out bleeding, or other evacuations, fome, moreefpeci- 
ally women and lax-libred men, were much de- 
bilitated during its whole continuance. The blood 
ill moft was not lizeyj but the craffamentum was 
tender, and the ferum bilious. Where the heat was 
great, gentle emetics brought up much bile, and very 
muth leflened the inflammatory ftate of the difeafe. 
The reft was to be left to blifters, if the cough was 
very troubleibme and the ftrifture upon the brcaft 
fevere, balfamic medicines, gentle opiates, and light 
broths I carefully avoiding cordials of every denomi- 
nation and volatiles. Towards the end of the diforder, 
after gentle evacuations by ftool, deco€lions of Cort. 
PetMV. were of fignal fervice, both in recruiting the 
llrength, and carrying off the remaining cough. 

In the diforder of 1743, the Ikin was very fre- 
quently inflamed, when die fever ran high; and it 
^crwards peeled off in moft parts of the body : but 
this was not obferved to happen in the prefent diforder. 

We have had here this autumn a difeafe, which 
hm not been in my remembrance epidemic at Lon- 
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don. Very few of our phyficians have feen this difor- 
der as it has appeared of late. You mention it as fre- 
quent at Plymouth in the year I743> in your trcatife 
de Morhis epidemich Vol. I. page 90. As you then 
obferved, many of the children which fell under my 
care voided tiie vermes teretes. In the courfc of my 
practice I found many of your obfervations exceed- 
ingly well founded, and collected from them very 
ufeful remarks. Dr. Sydenham has left us an ad- 
mirable hiftory of this difeafe, as it appeared at Lon- 
don in the year 1669, and the three fubfequent years* 
To this work, as well as to what you have given us 
upon this fubjed:, I am very much obliged. 

As the dyfentery is moft frequently an autumnal 
difeafe, and as I have not feen any perfon affliiled 
with it this fortnight paft, \ flatter myfelf, that the 
late cold and frofty weather has put a flop to its pro- 
grefs. 

This diforder, though very general, moft fre- 
quently attacked weak perfons, and thofe recovering 
from other difeafes^ women during their lying in, and 
children. 

The dyfentery in feme was attended with a fever, in 
a high degree inflammatory; in others it was without 
any fever. When it was attended with a fever, bleed- 
ing and gentle evacuations by ftool with liberal di- 
lution did great fervice. When there was no fever, 
as well as in thofe whofe fever had been relieved by 
the methods before menxioned, if the irritating pain 
in the bowels, bloody or mucous difcharges with the 
tenefmus continued, after the excrementitious Sordes 
had been carried off, nothing relieved nwre than 
drinking large quantifies of very fmall mutton broth, 

without 
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Without fait, fo as to be difcharged but little altered. 
This not only warmed and nourirtied the patient, 
but diluted the acrimony, and ferved as a moft 
comfortable fomentation to the whole inteftinal 
canal. 

Clyfters of this with T'mSi. Thebaic a I directed to be 
given three, or even, if the fymptoms were urgent, 
four times a day. When thefe fymptoms were abat- 
ed, as moft perfons were exceedingly debilitated, and 
their appetite almoft gone, light decodions of Cort. 
Peruv. greatly haflened the recovery. 

I had the misfortune to fee three children die of 
four or five years old, after the feverity of the difeafe 
was over. Their bowels had for a week or more 
been free from pain. They were without fever. 
Their difcharges by ftool both bloody and mucous 
were in a manner gone : neverthelefs they were (o 
much debilitated, and their ftomachs lb languid, 
that they obftinately refufed every fpecies of nourifli- 
ment by the mouth 5 nor would they retain nutritious 
clyfters : fo that in the end they funk from abfolute 
inanitition. In two of thefe, which by my diredion 
were opened, I found their gallbladders turgid with 
high coloured vifcid bile, la both the flomach and 
bowels were perfectly empty, and their bodies ema- 
ciated to a great degree. In one, neither the fto- 
mach nor bbwels were in the leaft degree inflamed or 
difcoloured 5 except that a very few of the veins were 
preternaturally enlarged upon the furface of the 
cacum and colon. In the other, there had been an 
inflammation upon about ten inches of ih^ jejunum ; 
but that had been refolved : as the bowel was almofl 
tefiored to its natural colour, and was not in its 
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texture, even after death, more tender then the reft. 
The other vifcera had not the leaft change of their 
colour, but exhibited a found and natural appear- 
ance. 

Another child, which I faw, was feized with a dyf- 
cntery, attended with a very ardent fever; which, not- 
withftanding my utnioft endeavours to relieve it, car- 
ried off the poor infant on the third day. Several, 
almoft ^^ whole, of this child's difcharges by ftopl 
were nothing but blood. Upon opening the body 
after death, the whole of the inteftines were in a very 
great degree inflamed, and of an intenfely deep red 
colour, and the contents of the abdomen jwere inex- 
preffibly fetid. 

Throughout the wholecourfe of the difeafe, keep* 
ing the patient moderately warm and promoting his 
perfpiration, was of great importance; and the not 
fufliciently attending to this, I more than once faw 
followed by fatal effeds. 



CVI. Viro inclyto ac de RepubUca Literaria 
meritifftmo D. C Morton, Med. DoB. So^ 
cietati Regiae Scientiarum Londinenfi ab 
ASiis S. P. D. Joannes Lulofs* 

Read Dec. 4, T^T I S I morbo fic fatis diuturno fuiflem 
1762. j^^ retentus, dudum, Vir fpeftatiflime, 
ad te dediflem literas, gratias adurus, quod me quo- 
queilluftri focietatis Regias Praefidi ac reliquis ejufdem 
inembris ita commendare volueris, ut, quantum mlhi 
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